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No fundamental social
change occurs merely because gov-
ernment acts. It's because civil soci-
ety, the conscience of a country,
begins to rise up and demand - de-
mand - demand change.” It is a quote
from the President Elect Joe Biden of
the USA, the oldest and vibrant
democracy of the world. Taking a cue
from this, we, some of the residents
of Jalandhar and its periphery, de-
cided last week, on December 18 to
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of Raman Kumar which was attended
by MLA Pargat Singh, Principal Navjot
Kaur, Col. Balbir Singh, Dr. Nachattar
Singh, Ravinder Dhir among others,
besides initiators of the idea Sanjay
Kumar and Rakesh Shantidoot. It was
agreed to float Punjab Civil Society as
a safety valve in the process of polit-
ical and socio-economic development
of our country. The current issue of
the farmer’s agitation — Kisan An-
dolan was discussed and it was de-

float an outfit, Punjab Civil Society, to
discuss and brain storm matters of in-
terest and concern to Punjab and the
society at large as stake holders in
the development and progress of the
society. It seems, some of us namely;
Community Activists Sanjay Kumar,
Rakesh Shantidoot, Raman Kumar
among others did the necessary
ground work in this regard. My asso-
ciation with this endeavor started re-
cently with my meeting with Sanjay
Kumar of Delhi followed by an infor-
mal meeting of likeminded fellow cit-
izens on a chili afternoon on
December 17 at the spacious home

cided to support the just cause of
farmers and ward of the possibilities
of the situation going out of hand. It
was also decided to announce the
formation of Punjab Civil Society and
give our views and extend support to
the ongoing farmer’s agitation over
an interaction with media. With this
introduction, it will not be fair on my
part if | don’t add a line, with a sense
of gratitude, to thank our hosts for
hot Amla-Honey concoction and
Masala tea with assorted dry nuts
and other savories to beat the sea-
sonal chill at the cozy home of
Raman Kumar. Accordingly, we met
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at the Training Institute of Co-opera-
tive Bank in the heart of Jalandhar,
the venue kindly offered gratis by the
Director of the Institute, Dr. Nachattar
Singh. It was gratifying to note that
it was a well attended meeting repre-
sented by cross sections of the civil
society and media. Rakesh Shanti-
doot set the ball rolling by his opening
statement giving the purpose and
agenda of Punjab Civil Society and
also his views on the Kisan Andolan
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save Punjab and give it a right direc-

followed by brief interventions, inter
alia, by Ambassador Ramesh Chan-
der, Col. Balbir Singh, Principal Navjot
Singh, Ravinder Dhir, MLA Pargat
Singh, Raman Kumar. The meeting
turned out to be, as expected, a pro-
ductive and informative interaction
with media. Prominent media person-
alities like Major Singh, I.P. Singh,
Surinder Paul among others wel-
comed and appreciated the newly
floated outfit Punjab Civil Society and
gave an overview of the prevailing po-
litical and socio-economic situation in
the country with particular reference
to the ongoing Kisan Andolan. In a

tion, with their active participation, to
come out of the existing difficult sit-
uation. Jr.

| conclude here with the hope
that Punjab Civil Society would suc-
ceed in doing its intended work to
bring about peace and harmony in the
society. My initial interaction with
some of the highly placed members
of the Society has generated very
positive vibrations, | must add. | was
reminded of Martin Luther King Junior
who said and | quote, "Our lives begin
to end the day we become silent
about things that matter”
WraTe 3 wigT I; nfaH ger 7 |

stream politics.

You know..SC/ST/OBC in India, who could not bear
the persecution in Hinduism they embraced Islam. At
present they are the majority Islamists in India. They
were named as pasmanda Muslims. They face various
forms of social and cultural oppression created by high
caste Muslims. They remain as a disadvantaged sector
in the society. They couldn't take part in the main

Former Member of Parliament Mr. Ali Ahmed,
who is fighting for pasmanda Muslims political rights,
The National President of ‘Bahujan Dravida Party' Mr.
Jeevan Kumar Malla and The Supreme Court Senior
Advocate cum Political Activist Mr. Arun Kumar majhi
had a long discussion on the current political situation
of India to defeat Brahmanism.

Finally it was decided to function politically to-
gether as a full-fledged party.
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The Messages of The Farmer Struggle in India

The Farmer Struggle that started in
Punjab is unique in many respects
with issuing of the three Agriculture
Ordinances by the Union Government
in June and the enactment of three
Agriculture Bills by Parliament in Sep-
tember. There is no other equal exam-
ple of such a democratic and peaceful
Farmer Struggle in the whole world.
This struggle has started from Punjab
and has spread to most parts of the
country. Just as the Farmer Struggle
has attracted the attention of various
sections of the society and gained
their sympathy and participation, it
has now become a people's struggle.
This struggle is being praised not only
by the different sections of Indian so-
ciety but also by political leaders of
different countries of the world and
the head of the United Nations has
termed such a Farmer Struggle as the
right of the farmers.

The FamerStruggle is not only
limited to the repeal of the three Agri-
cultural Laws enacted by the Central
Government, but it has a lot of mes-
sages for the government and the so-
ciety which can be seen in its various
aspects. Among the messages con-
veyed by this struggle are strengthen-
ing of federalism, change of
economic development model, warm-
ing and strengthening of socio-cul-
tural aspects and adoption of
struggles instead of escapism. These
messages show that the Farmer
Struggle is for the liberation of the
working class and may be long, but
the victory will be for the struggling
people. Man can survive only by
fighting against human injustice,
farmers along with the other working-
class people are fighting for one's
rights is a sign of human beings being
alive. The address is only for those
living human beings who are awake
and fighting for their rights.

This struggle has brought
back memories of Pagri Sambal Jatta,
GhadarParty, Gurdwara Reform Move-
ment, Muzhara Movement and many
othermovements and fronts. This
struggle has affected politics. There
are high hopes for victory from this
struggle, but an important message is
that governments should not make
anti-people laws in the future.
Through this struggle, the farmers
and workers have awakened them-
selves and freed themselves from fear
and taught their future generations a
lesson in struggle. This struggle has
given hope in despair and has given
the message that only through hard
work the workers canwin and change
the destiny of themselves and the
country. The Farmer Struggle is awak-
ening the economic and political sys-
tem of the country. This struggle
clearly shows that laws are for the
people and people are not for the
laws and only the people can form
governments,but governments can’t
make people. Even if the Agricultural
Laws are repealed, the farmers will go
back to the place which is not very
good and which has poverty, debt,
hardship, poverty, suicides and many
other problems, but more struggles
and efforts have to be made to eradi-
cate these problems.

At present, around 500 farm-
ers 'organizations of the country and
various other sections of the society
are contributing to this struggle by
supporting it, but initially among the
31 farmers' organizations of Punjab
consensus is very important because
before this the left and right wing
farmers' organizations of this state
did not stand back to each other. On
the contrary, they had seldom spoken
ill while running in the opposite direc-
tions. Now, the collectiveaction by
these organizations in a democratic
and peaceful manner has made the
Farmer Struggle a people's struggle
by taking this struggle to most of the
states of the country and gaining the
sympathy and support of different
sections of the society. Out of 31
farmers' organizations in Punjab, only
the leaders of one of the organiza-
tions had resorted to sacrificing the
interests of their cardre for their own
personal gain, but the leaders of this
organization were embarrassed as

tions is to give legal status to the
MSPs of agricultural commodities to
which the Central Government has
given a blunt answer. It is pertinent to
note the fact that in 2011 some Chief
Ministers, under the leadership of the
then Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra
Modi, had prepared a report recom-
mending to the Union Government to
legalize the MSPs of agricultural com-
modities. The Shanta Kumar Commit-
tee, set up by the Union government
during the NDA government, had rec-
ommended abandoning theM-
SPregime and disbanding FCI, arguing
that the policy has benefited only 6
per cent of the country's farmers.
The pro-government economists have
started chanting that only 10 per cent
of the country's farmers are aware of
the MSPs for agricultural commodi-
ties and that these prices are only
benefiting the big farmers. When
Sharad Pawar was the country's agri-
culture minister, he had said that 71
per cent farmers were aware of these

they openly opposed the anti-struggle
movement on a large scale.

There are clear messages
from the Central Government to set
up private markets for marketing of
agricultural commodities, to weaken
APMC markets, to run away from an-
nouncing MSPs of agricultural com-
modities and their procurement and
to promote contract farming which is
easily understood by the common
farmers even though the government
tried to mislead them again and again
by propagating these laws to double
the income of farmers by 2022 and
by manipulating the words used in
the language of these laws. It is also
important to know another fact about
the propaganda about doubling the
income of farmers that the NDA gov-
ernment had promised it in 2016. The
third law on agriculture amended the
Essential Commodities Act, 1955,
the Government claims to protect the
interests of farmers and consumers
by removing the limit on storage of
grains, pulses, oilseeds, potatoes,
onions and some other crops. How
will this law protect the interests of
the farmers is not even mentioned in
this law, but the protection of the in-
terests of the consumers has gone a
long way for them.

In addition to the repeal of the
three Agricultural Laws, one of the
demands of the farmers' organiza-

prices. In this regard, it should be
noted that although the Central Gov-
ernment procures at these prices in
only a few areas, but with the an-
nouncement of these prices, the mes-
sage goes to the areas where farmers
sell their produce to traders. The in-
tensity of the loot in private markets
decreases. In areas where purchases
are made at these prices, marginal,
small and medium farmers are spared
from falling prices in the markets. The
announcement of MSPs of agricul-
tural commodities and purchase of
some agricultural commodities on
them started from 1964-65. Due to
severe shortage of foodgrains in the
country, during the five years of
1965-69, the recommendations of
the “Agricultural Prices Commission’
regarding the MSPsof agricultural
commodities were in favour of the
farmers, but from 1970 till today
these recommendations have been
against the farmers. In an attempt to
curb the criticism and opposition
caused by the anti-farmer recommen-
dations by the ‘Agricultural Prices
Commission’, the Commission was
renamed as ‘Commission on Agricul-
tural Costs and Prices’ in an attempt
to give an impression that MSPs are
based on cost of production but it
proved to be misleading.

One of the major issues of the
Farmer Struggle has been the fixing

of MSPs of
agricultural
commodi-
ties and the
procure-
ment by the
govern-
ment. The
UPA and
the NDA
govern-
ments have
been run-
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tural com-

modities as per a recommendation of
the Swaminathan Commission. Prior
to the 2014 Lok Sabha elections, the
BJP had promised in its election man-
ifesto to implement the recommenda-
tion of the Swaminathan
Commission, which had made
C2+50 per cent of profit, but later
filed an affidavit in the Supreme
Court demonstrating its inability stat-
ing that by doing so, the market
would falter. The NDA government
claimed to have implemented this rec-
ommendation which is not correct in
any way as such a claim was made
by not calculating the cost of produc-
tion as per C2 criterion. Even if the
Central Government fixes MSPs for
agricultural commodities as per the
Swaminathan Commission’s recom-
mendation, the current loss-making
agriculture will become profitable, but
with more than 86 per cent marginal
and small farmers in the country, their
income will not be sufficient to meet
their basic needs. The two rungs at
the bottom of the agricultural econ-
omy ladder, the agriculturallabourers
and the rural small artisans, who are
too much to grind, too much to
break, and who are too much to be
kicked, cannot benefit from these
prices because these two sections
have no means of production other
than selling their labour. Therefore,
the government needs to make nec-
essary changes in agricultural policies
to ensure a minimum level of income
for all the sections dependent on the
agricultural sector to ensure their
food, clothing, housing, education,
health care, clean environment and
social security basic needs in a re-
spectful manner.

The Central Government's en-
actment of three laws related to agri-
culture is a blow to the already
weakened federal structure of the
country. According to the Constitu-
tion of India, agriculture and market-
ing of agricultural commodities falls
under the jurisdiction of the states.
Farmers, agricultural labourers and
rural small artisans and other agricul-
tural dependent organizations and the
state governments have not been
consulted and have been completely
ignored in enacting these laws.The
country's farmers' organizations are
raising their voices to strengthen
thefederal structure. In a press con-
ference convened by the Union Agri-
culture Minister on December 9, his

(Contd.. on next page)
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(Continue from page 2)
response to the declaration of agricul-
tural laws as unconstitutional was
that the Union Government had en-
acted laws in its area of trade and
commerce which made it clear that
these laws are not for the benefit of
the farmers but to remove the obsta-
cles in the way of trade and com-
merce. Considering the geographical,
economic, socio-cultural, political and
other differences in the country, the
federal structure of thecountry needs
to be strengthened so that the states
can contribute to the development of
the country by developing themselves
according to their needs.

An important issue raised by
the Farmer Struggle is the economic
development model. After the inde-
pendence of the country, the Planning
Commission was formed in 1950 and
Five YearPlans were introduced from
1951. Through these plans a mixed
economy came into being. The period
1951- 80 is considered as the plan-
ning period and during this period the
public sector flourished, and the func-
tioning of the private sector was
monitored and regulated by the gov-
ernment. Despite some shortcomings
of this planning period, employment
in the country increased and eco-
nomic inequalities decreased. Since
1980, planning has been put in the
reverse gearand later, the NDA gov-
ernment has established NITI Ayog in
place of Yojna Commission. Since
1991, the working class has been
facing untold problems due to the
adoption of "New Economic Policies"
of liberalization, privatization and
globalization which are pro-capital-
ist/corporate world. Economic in-

equalities are widening between the
country's richest 1 per cent and the
remaining 99 per cent. In 1951, 82
per cent of the country's population
depended on agriculture for their
livelihood and was given 55 per cent
of the national income. At present,
only 16 per cent of the national in-
come is being given to the 50 per
cent of the country's agriculturally
dependent population, which is de-
clining day by day. According to a re-
search study conducted by OECD
and ICRIER, during the period 2000-
01 to 2016-17, implicit taxes of Rs.
45 lakh crore were levied on the In-
dian farmers, amounting to Rs. 2 lakh
65 thousand crore per annum. Ac-
cording to the study, out of the 52
countries for which the study was
conducted, India had the highest
taxes on farmers. As a result of the
adoption of corporate economic
growth model, the employment op-
portunities in the country have been
reduced and the quality of employ-
ment obtained has been very low and
our young children are migrating
abroad in large numbers. This migra-
tion of young children results in Brain
Drain, Capital Drain and young chil-
dren's performance deficits (Loss of
Demographic Dividend). All the above
facts expose the unduebenefits given
to the extremely rich people and
strongly advocate the adoption of a
pro-people economic model.

The contribution of various
sections such as agriculturallabour-
ers, rural small artisans, vyouth,
women, small traders, employees and
other labour organizations to the suc-
cess of the Farmer Struggle is com-
mendable. In the future, it is the duty

of the farmers' organizations to ad-
dress the discrimination against the
agriculturallabourers and the rural ar-
tisans. Instead of denying the rights
of one-third Panchyati lands to the
dalits, they should gladly accept them
and provide them with much needed
help. Farmers' organizations should
come forward as far as possible to
solve the problems of various other
organizations.

Another aspect of the Farmer
Struggle is that land reforms should
be carried out honestly in favour of
the poor and resource-poor agricul-
tural labourers. As a result of Ceiling
on Land Holdings additional surplus
land should be distributedamong
these categories.Their share of Pan-
chayati lands and land of other reli-
gious places should also be given to
these sections as Sikhism teachesus
"the mouth of the poor, the gollakof
the Guru”. Doing so will definitely in-
crease productivity, production, em-
ployment and income and willalso
reduce social bitterness. Dalit workers
in Punjab and landless women in Ker-
ala have paved the way for a new
agricultural model through coopera-
tive farming which will help alleviate
many of the socio-economic prob-
lems of farmers, especially marginal
and small farmers. Cooperatives will
not only contribute to meet the ma-
chinery and financial needs, but also
to set up cooperative-owned small-
scale industrial units of farmers, agri-
culturallabourers and rural small
artisans for the processing of agricul-
tural commodities to benefit these
sections in the form of value-addition
and increasing employment opportu-
nities. It will also help protect the in-

Sardar Satwant Singh (Pardhan PSGPC) participate The Book launching ceremony (Gurmukhi

terests of consumers by providing
them different agricultural commodi-
ties at reasonable prices.

The Farmer Struggle of the
country has also succeeded in con-
veying the sentiments that controlling
political and intellectual pollution is
essential to solve the problems of the
working class people. Since the inde-
pendence of the country till date, var-
ious political parties have been
making promises and new promises
to the people to form their own gov-
ernment. There have been instances
of *“gentlemen” leading one-man
farmers' organizations selling out the
interests of their members to satisfy
their personal needs and aspirations.
Therefore, these organizations need
to have collective leadership to think
about their problems together and
take them to the society and the gov-
ernment through the media to solve
them. In order to do so, it is impor-
tant to control not only political pol-
lution but also 'intellectual’ pollution.
Some sharp-witted people are found
shouting or through their followers to
be intelligent about themselves. Such
persons come to the people who are
struggling, give them advice, get im-
portant information from them, ap-
pear before the rulers and suggest
their methods of crushing the
struggle.

Such persons are called eight-
strip, government, courtier, darbari,
jugaddi, gadwaipeople who spread
'intellectual’ pollution. Exposing the
deeds of such persons like Amarbel
Veil and consulting enlightened per-
sons can contribute to the success of
the struggles of the working
class people.

of Sardar Dyal Singh Majethia

book), namely "Sardar Dyal Singh Majithia in eyes of his contemporaries” at Governor House on 17 Dec 2020.
The book comprises of rare articles written by Sardar Dyal Singh duly found in original in a file discovered from Dyal
Singh Library. DSRCF got these translated by Prof Dr Mohan Singh, Bhatinda in Gurmukhi.

- Babar Jalalandhari
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Natural Disasters: A Wake-Up Call for the Government

A study released by the Council on En-
ergy, Environment, and Wateron Decem-
ber 10, 2020 states that because of the
climate change 75 percent of India’s dis-
tricts are prone to natural disasters
(floods, droughts, heat, and cold waves).
These districts cover half of the coun-
try’s population (63.8 crore people).
Both these facts point to a bleak future
for people of India which is a matter of
great concern. The study is based on dis-
trict-wise data of all types of natural dis-
asters from 1970 to 2019. This study
has shown that number of catastrophic
natural disasters was 250 between 1970
and 2005. But since then, their number
has risen to 310. Incidents such as land-
slides, cloud bursts, heavy rains, hail-
storms and the like have increased
20-folds in the last five decades.

The incidents of floods have in-
creased 8-folds during the last five

disasters associated with cyclones such
as heavy rains, floods, stormsand the like
have witnessed twelve-foldincrease in
western ghats during the last fifty years.
During the last decade 258 districts of
the country have beenaffected by the cy-
clones alone.

The study by the Council on En-
ergy, Environment, and Water is not
shocking as at a time one or the other
part of the country is being hit by the
natural disasters which are costing the
people, but the more concerning fact is
that number of the natural disasters and
the severity of their impact has increased
many-folds over the last decade as com-
pared to the earlier four decades. The
United Nations,based on a report of
I.P.C.C released on 1, November 2014,
has warned about the dangers posed by
the climate change. Highlighting that if
the emission of greenhouse gases is not
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inate deforestation, increasing construc-
tion of dams on rivers, encroachments on
flood plains, and leveling of land are the
other important factors effecting the fre-
quency of floods and droughts.

Through construction of more
and more dams on the rivers, most of the
water of the rivers is collected in the
dams and very little water is released into
the rivers. As a result, most time of the
year river flood plains remain empty. Peo-
ple slowly and gradually are encroaching
the empty flood plains for either con-
structing houses/other buildings or utiliz-
ing flood plains for agricultural purposes.
This resulted in reduction of in the area
of the flood plains. In case of heavy
rains, the people living in flood plains are
often badly affected by flash flooding.
There is always an uncertainty about the
amount of monsoon rains, sometimes
they bring less rain while sometimes
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decades. During the period 1970 to
2005 on an average of 19 districts of the
country had experienced severe floods,
but after 2005 the number of these dis-
tricts increased to 55. In 2019, 151 dis-
tricts had been hit by floods and as a
result 9.72 crore people were rendered
homeless. Between 1970 and 2004, on
an average three catastrophic floods oc-
curred each year, but since 2005 this
number has increased to 11 and during
2019 sixteen catastrophic floods were
recorded. The number of rainy days is
also declining during the monsoon period
every year, but the incidents of high in-
tensity short-term rains in a single day
are increasing rapidly. There has also
been sharp rise in urban floods
since 2000.

Along with the increasing events
of floods, the incidents of droughts in the
country are also increasing. Drought in-
cidents have increased thirteen-folds
since 2005. Presently, as many as 68 per
cent of the country’s districts are facing
drought or drought like conditions. A
shocking phenomenon has emerged in40
per cent of the districts, which hadtradi-
tionally experienced drought like condi-
tions are now witnessing an increase the
flooding incidents. While flood affected
districts are suffering from droughts
andin Maharashtra alone, the drought
events have increased seven-folds and
the flood events have increased six-folds,
the number of districts affectedhas
tripled since 2005, while the frequency
of their occurrence and the intensity of
their impact has doubled. Other natural

reduced rapidly in the near future, then
any country of the world will not be able
to escape the dangerous of natural dis-
asters. The report has also revealed that
countries like India and China would be
at higher risk from climate change than
the rest of the world. The climate change
can also lead to food and water short-
ages. Surprisingly, despite such a stern
warning, the Indian Government has not
taken any concrete steps to deal with the
natural disastersduring the last
five years.

Human activities at global level
(increase in the average temperature of
the earth) and local level (deforestation,
leveling of land, etc.) as well as the geo-
graphical location of the country are re-
sponsible for the increase in the
frequency of droughts and floods in the
country.

If we talk about the geographical
location, then to the north of the country,
world’s youngest and highest snow-
cappedmountains are situated. In the
summers due to rise in the temperature,
when the snow melts rapidly, the water
entersthe plains in form of floods, wreak-
ing havoc in the states of Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Jharkhand, and West Bengal. Be-
sides, with the climate change the pat-
tern of monsoon has also changed,
sometimes they arrive sooner or later
than normal time, which increases the in-
cidents of floods or droughts. Monsoons
have also affected EI-Nino and La-Nina
events, whose frequency has increased
many times due to the climate change.
Along with the climate change, indiscrim-

more than normal amount. In case of
sudden heavy rains, the flood gates are
opened by the dam authorities to save
the dam without informing the people.
This results in endangerment of lives,
livelihood, and livestock. In 2018, the
opening of the flood gateways of 35
dams in Kerala caused severe flooding in
the state. This was not the first incident
of this kind of floods in the country. Sim-
ilar type of floods had occurred in Odisha
in 2011, inUttarakhand in 2013, in Tamil
Nadu in 2015 and in Bihar in 2016.

The events occurring due to cli-
mate change as well as the conversion
of local water bodies such as wetlands,
ponds, tanks, lakes, and seasonal drains
into building, roads, shopping malls and
the like are responsible for increasing the
incidents of floods in the cities. Floods in
Srinagar in 2014 and in Chennai in 2015
are the prime examples of the city floods.
Delhi, Mumbai, and many other cities of
the country are getting flooded every
year due to the forementioned reasons as
well as the poor drainage system. In ad-
dition to the above-mentioned factors,
population of these cities is constantly
increasing but the drainage systems are
not being upgraded proportionately.

This study also revealed that
number of floods in Maharashtra has in-
creased six-folds and droughts seven-
folds. The main factors responsible for
this phenomenon is the unplanned devel-
opment in the Western Ghats. Maharash-
tra and five other states (Gujrat,
Karnataka, Goa, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu)
are situated in the Western Ghats which

greatly effects the
environment of
these states. That
is why the local
people of these
states had strongly
opposed the State

and Central Gov- g
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setup by the Cen-

tral Government to counter the public op-
position. The committee had submitted
a report to the Central Government in
2011 stating that 87.5 per cent of the
area of the Western Ghats are environ-
mentally sensitive. The committee also
suggested the imposition of ban on 52
activities such as ban on construction of
new towns on the hills, new dams, en-

croachment of wetlands and river basins,
expansion of tourism, setting of new in-
dustrial units, mining and the like. But the
report was rejected by both the State
and Central Governments. The develop-
ment work in the region is still going on
unabated. At the time of COVID-19 lock-
down, the Central Government has also
approved three projects in the environ-
ment sensitive area of Goa in defiance of
environmental regulations. The widening
of Shimla-Prawanoo and Char-Dham
roads have resulted in increasing inci-
dents of cloud bursts and landslides in
the hilly areas of Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand. The Central Government
has proposed 2020 Environmental Im-
pact Assessment to replace the existing
2006 Environmental Impact Assessment
during COVID-19 lockdown. This would
greatly dilute the environmental regula-
tions and make the country more vulner-
able to the natural disasters.

It is important to remember that
the 2014 I.P.C.C report has not only
warned about the increasing incidents of
natural disasters, but it has also alerted
about food and water shortages. There-
fore, the Centraland State Governments
should make very careful and far-sighted
plans to avoid any kind of natural disas-
ters keeping in view the geographical lo-
cation and the growing population of the
country. It is incumbent on the govern-
ments to adopt a pro-nature and pro-peo-
ple development model and take
concrete steps to protect the people of
the country from the natural disasters
caused by the climate change.
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Protest & Car Rally, In Support of Farmers in India, Troy, Michigan, USA

Sunday, December 20, 2020 Farmers Protest

On a cold Michigan afternoon with
freezing temperatures of 30 deg F,
over 500 members of Indian
American diaspora held peaceful
protest and a Car Rally in the Troy
city, Michigan on Sunday December
20, 2020 between 1 — 4 PM local
time in solidarity with the farmers
in India.

The rally was arranged by
representatives of diverse ethnic
groups of Indian Americans, with
many ethnicities and religious back-
grounds, including Buddhists,
Christians, Hindus, Muslims, and
Sikhs. The protestors who spoke at
the rally expressed their transparent
and unbiased views and awareness
about 3 farming bills and how these
bills passed as laws by the India
Parliament impact the livelihood of
farmers, including their human rights
and personal freedom. The protestors

were professionals from various back-
grounds like attorneys, businessmen
/woman, IT professionals, automotive
engineers, university students and
faculty, physicians, corporate
executives and next generation of the
Indian Americans.

Many speakers addressed
the protest rally,. Some of the
speakers who have their friends and
family members participating in the
farmers protests in India talked about
the adverse impacts of the three new
Agricultural Bills adapted by the
Indian Parliament under the BJP
Prime Minister Modi’s unconstitu-
tional political maneuvering. The
agricultural bills are in the individual
state jurisdiction and not the parlia-
ment. The protestors used different
languages, display of banners, and
chanting of slogans to show their
solidarity with the farmers in India.

Masood Rab, President of
CAPI (Coalition of Americans for
Pluralism in India) reminded the
gathering that Indian Americans of all
ethnicities and religions stand
committed to help the farmers in
India until the draconian bills against
them are retracted by the Modi
Government.

Mahesh Wasnik, a member
from NRI Ambedkarite group
mentioned about the conditions of
farmers in Maharashtra, with over
15,000 of them having committed
suicides since last year.

Prabhakaran and Thiru a
member from Periyar NRI group
mentioned about the conditions of
farmers in in south India.

Other community leader’s
speakers reminded the gathering that
the fundamental pillar to any
democracy is the right to assemble

peacefully to express their views and
appeal for justice. This right of
expression and basic human rights
are denied by the current Modi Gov-
ernment to the farmers and the citi-

zens who do not agree with
government policies.
Amrinder Singh and Harry

from GENCO Alumni Association of
Michigan gave vote of thanks to the
protester families for their participa-
tion in the successful and peaceful
rally and braving the cold
temperatures.

The event concluded with a
Car Rally with US, Indian, and Indian
Farmer flags displayed. Troy Police
stated that their count of the cars
was more than 300.

Contacts: Mahesh Wasnik,
248-705-0486 ,
Masood Rab, 313-207-6000
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When in 1915

Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar was
giving final

touches to his
Ph.D. thesis at
B - Columbia Uni-
» versity in New

DO\ {113 Vork, a Punjabi
youth, who

had gone to America a few years ear-
lier, was involved in a dangerous mis-
sion of smuggling suns from
California to the Punjab for inciting
mutiny in India. This Punjabi youth
later became famous as Babu Mangu
Ram, the founder of the Ad Dharm
Movement. Mangu Ram was born in
a small village Mugowal in district
Hoshiarpur, Punjab on 14 January,
1886 in an untouchable family; his
father was a leather merchant. As by
then the doors of education had been
opened to all by the British rulers,
Mangu Ram was sent to the school

nationalists led by Lala Hardayal.

his sheer devotion and sincerity to
the cause of India’s freedom, he
came to be regarded as the most de-
pendable and reliable member of the
organization. In 1915, Mangu Ram
volunteered to be one of the five
Ghadarites accompanying a shipload
of guns and propaganda material
headed for India. This ship was unfor-
tunately intercepted by the British as
Batavia, and was sealed. It remained
sealed for nearly a year, with the five
Ghadarites as prisoners inside. In the
meanwhile, they were prosecuted in
absentia, and sentenced to death for
taking out the weapons illegally on
the ship. On hearing the capital pun-
ishment, some patriot Indians in Ger-
many decided to help the imprisoned
Ghadarites. Somehow, they managed
to smuggle the prisoners out from the
sealed ship, and sent them in differ-
ent directions. Mangu Ram was put
in a ship going to Manila. By mistake,

for fear of being intercepted. Taking
him, therefore, as dead, his wife mar-
ried Mangu Ram'’s elder brother, who
was a widower. The validity of the
death warrant issued by the British
Government lapsed in 1924. Then
Mangu Ram thought of returning to
India. Accordingly, he came back to
Punjab in 1925. Soon thereafter,
Mangoo Ram became involved in an-
other kind of freedom struggle, the
liberation of the untouchables, the
people among whom he was born,
and the people who were meekly suf-
fering the atrocities of the Hindus.
Babu Mangu Ram’s association with
the Ghadar Party had broadened his
outlook, and sharpened his skills as
an organizer. Soon he found a band
of like-minded young men involved in
the social work, and began organizing
them in order to liberate the down-
trodden from the clutches of the
Hindu social slavery.

Encouraged by the response to his

The Ad Dharm IVIovement and Dr. Ambedkar

Dharm Mandal were established in
Jalandhar city from where the move-
ment was organized in a systematic
manner, and the devoted missionaries
spread the message far and wide in
the Punjab, and even beyond. Since
the Mandal had accepted Sahib Shri
Guru Ravidass Ji as its spiritual
leader, the movement became prima-
rily popular amongst the Chamars,
and they readily adopted the nomen-
clature of Ad Dharmi.

At the time, Babu Mangu Ram
was organizing the untouchables of
the Punjab under the banner of Ad
Dharm; Dr. Ambedkar was fighting a
similar battle in another part of the
country. Though they were thousands
of miles apart, yet their ideas and
methods of struggle were almost
identical. Both believed that the pres-
ent day Scheduled Castes are not
Hindus, and that their salvation lies
only in being independent of the
Hindu religion. Both believed in self-

in the nearby village, Mahilpur, but
the treatment meted out to him by
the Hindu teacher was far from
human. Like Bhim Rao in Satara,
Mangu Ram too was made to sit
outside the classroom. Not only
that, even the teacher would not
teach him directly; he was invariably
given lesson through a Muslim stu-
dent. Somehow, Mangu Ram
passed his middle examination and
joined high school at Bajwara, a
nearby town. Here too. He was sub-
jected to the same humiliation, and
was made to sit outside the class-
room. One day, it rained so heavily
that in spite of taking shelter under
a tree, Mangu Ram was completely
drenched. And when the snow-balls,
accompanied by high velocity
winds, fell like missiles on him, he
was unable to bear it any longer. So,
he ran to take shelter inside the

classroom. As soon as he had en-
tered the room, the teacher saw him,
and instead of showing any sympa-
thy, he started beating him with a
stick for having come inside. Weeping
and crying, Mangoo Ram went out,
and somehow reached his home.
Unmindful of the insult and
beating, Mangu Ram again went to
the school next day. As soon as he
reached there, he was surprised to
see the teacher in the process of pu-
rifying the classroom by sprinkling
water on the wooden table, chair and
the tats on which the students used
to sit. On seeing him, Brahmin
teacher cried out, “Oh Chandal, you
have come again”. Fearing another
beating, Mangoo Ram hastened back,
never to go again to the school. And
that was the end of his education.
With his education coming to
an abrupt end, Mangu Ram became
unemployed, and bit frustrated too. In
1909, he, along with some other
young men from the village, went to
California, U.S.A. in order to earn
some money by working in the Peach
Orchards of Fresno and elsewhere in
the San Joaquin valley of central Cal-
ifornia. Instead of earning money, he,
however, became involved in the ac-
tivities of the Ghadar Party, an inter-
national network of militant Punjabi

however, the ship reached Singapore.
Unfortunately for Mangu Ram, here
he was recognized by some traitor In-
dians who had earlier worked for the
Ghadar Party. They informed the Po-
lice. By now, for running away from
Batavia, death warrants had been is-
sued by the British Government to be
executed wherever any one of them
was found. Accordingly, the Singa-
pore Police began preparing for his
execution. Then a miracle happened.
Just half an hour before his execu-
tion, a gentleman named Barde,
whom Mangu Ram had never seen or
met, came, caught him by the arm,
took him out of the Thana, and put-
ting him on the same ship in which
Mangu Ram had come, he asked the
Caption of the ship to sail for Manila.
By the time the Police swung into ac-
tion, the ship had crossed the Singa-
pore Port Limits. Having failed to
intercept the ship, the police caught
hold of some drunkard; executed him
to cover up their lapse, and an-
nounced that Mangu Ram had been
executed. This news was later pub-
lished in the Indian Newspapers.

For the next 7-8 years, Mangu
Ram hid in the Philippines, and during
this period he had no contact with his
family as no letters could be written

ideas, Babu Mangu Ram convened a
Conference at his village Mugowal in
district Hoshiarpur on 11-12 June,

1926. Addressing the largely at-
tended Conference, Babu Mangu Ram
proclaimed that the Untouchables
constituted a separate Qaum, a reli-
gious community like the Muslims,
Sikhs and Hindus, and those they
were the original inhabitants of this
country. Hence, the movement was
named as Ad Dharm; and its leaders
devised distinctive costume, bright
red turbans and shashes; coined a
new sacred mantra or symbol, “So-
hang” and exhorted the people to call
themselves as Ad Dharmis.

The primary object of the Ad
Dharm was to give the untouchables
an alternative religion. Its another ob-
ject was to reform the society from
within. As social movement, the Ad
Dharm exhorted the people to abstain
from immoral practices; to lead a life
of purity and piety; to discard the use
of alcohol, drugs, give education to
boys and girls, and to treat all men
and women equal in the society. On
the whole, the movement was aimed
at giving the untouchables a sense of
pride and dignity as members of the
Ad Dharm.

The headquarters of Ad

help and advocated peaceful
means to achieve their goal. Both
laid the greatest emphasis on ‘ed-
ucation’. Babasaheb considered
“education” the key to all
progress, and Mangu Ram says
that only “education can lead us
to Sachkhand (the realm of
truth).” Again, Babasaheb ex-
horted the people to follow the
Three Commandments of ‘Educa-
tion, Agitation and Organization’
to gain power. According to
Mangu Ram, the poor have three
kinds of power: “Qaumiat (collec-
tive solidarity), Mazhab (spiritual-
ity) and Maijlis (organization)”.
Within a year of its founding,
the Ad Dharm movement created
quite a stir in the Punjab by con-
stant rallies and conferences, if
forced the Government of the day
to take notice of the problems of
the untouchables. One of the rea-
sons of the poverty and exploitation
of the untouchables was the perni-
cious system of beggar, the system
under which they were forced to live
at the beck and call of others and
were obliged to do a great deal of
work without any remuneration what-
soever. The Ad Dharm Mandal agi-
tated against the system of beggar,
and demanded its abolition. The Man-
dal also agitatedfor repealing the Pun-
jab Land Alienation Act which
prohibited the untouchables from
buying even a small piece of land.
The Ad Dharm movement reached its
peak at the time of 1931 Census. As
a result of their sustained propa-
ganda, more than half a million un-
touchables declared themselves as
Ad Dharmis. This showed the organi-
zational skill of its leaders. “The mas-
sive support”, as says Mark
Jueregensmeyer, “created political
capital, and Mangu Ram used that
capital in political ways. Ad Dharmi
candidates stood for public offices
and an alliance was created with the
Unionist Party. In both instances,
scheduled caste leaders supported by
the Ad Dharm organization achieved
public positions”.
Courtesy: Dr. Ambedkar and Punjab
by D. C. Ahir
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W Urre 'S St B3E! 536 3 ImiE mdhs Het
AoIad § Bld 3 fonmm8s &et araar i3/t “26-27
aegg § I8 98" HEl Adad & A8 M&s § &
T AT My gfgnre 2 Ault Wy-13dt ¥eg
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HHIGT € Hag HHIS fars &res’ & Bt St
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TS T WS e, edded’ © Aitdg 3
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Agde g8 AT I

Urre 3 et 39 Bt wWasHt e €3-
gt €3 i fewt fée & Srmer Aax gefimit &g
sres farst & f¥g € gen & 539 ATE3 &9
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II6 &dl, g8 f¥a TUTdd edd © I%d ot g3t
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USHT I 07 § €1 14 THEd 3 ST AH A3 A<l
a3t fan €t edar €t It 9% B 3 ydt 39t
fesardt gfas =&t #et Agag, ATS famTs migmt
B nidws Tt Yoy Hart 83 A TEm w3 Jiet
HiSh € 33 ygT9 © gege S €91 3¢ JEt I
e Bet g 8% yg'a © T-U8 e It Adt Wt
FAIad ©F € midBaad fanst § Irses St
Tg-T9 mUilst S95 Bt HAgI J1 nicsaardt
SATS, T9ddl, Hae, wigst w3 59 faat fan
B3=eBUT 3 FFATE 3 ydl AiSt 7% muS “dgr
G - 39T IS Higwa[fo 63 32 32 Io| oo,
Urmg, feet w3 dast gfamt 2 fams, wigdt,
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w3 Afglar et 381 79 3gF < Udha 3 3398
WEHI' 3 AU 9, g8 Emit egt At Jaet
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fion € 339 © AUF & 86 © muls I gt
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WMET MU HIH! © NS BUd B3 § T8 IaHT
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Jt 3% < fan & gu ¥7d 993 I feftmm w3
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feo ger afder 3 391 Nt waret fea I w3 39t nat
fieatt feg I widt s At I% d< A T
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